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Understanding the Transition Process

 Assisting students with disabilities in transitioning from high school to post-secondary institutions.

The completion of high school and the transition into adult life offers many choices for a student. For a student with a disability, this transition process can be complex and requires specific planning. As a student matures into an independent, productive adult, increased responsibility is necessary and requires the acquisition of new skills to achieve personal goals and success. If a student’s choice is to attend a post-secondary institution, specific knowledge of rights and responsibilities is essential. This brief outline highlights the differences between special education services at the K-12 level and the accommodation process at a postsecondary institution. More specific information may be obtained about the accommodation process at Illinois State University by contacting Student Access and Accommodation Services. 
Differences between K-12 and Postsecondary Institutions

K-12
1. The student is identified through an assessment.

2. The assessment is provided by school personnel.

3. The appropriate program is determined for the student with parental involvement.

4. An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is written to address goals for the student.

5. A Multi-Disciplinary Conference (MDC) is held to assess the student's progress.

6. The student has the right to a free appropriate public education.

Post-secondary Institution
1. The student must self-identify to the disability services office.

2. The student must provide documentation of disability.

3. Accommodations are determined on a case-by-case basis. No planned program is written for the student.

4. The student is responsible for his/her success or failure. No yearly meeting is held to assess student progress.

5. The student has the right to equal access in the University.

6. The student has the responsibility to manage his/her educational progress.

Our Mission
Illinois State University is dedicated to the principles of equal opportunity in education and accepts diversity as an affirmation of individual identity within a welcoming community. Student Access and Accommodation Services (SAAS) embraces the richness and value that disability brings to our campus community and strengthens our learning, attitudes, and respect for each other. SAAS accomplishes this through:

1. Individual accommodation(s) to facilitate and support an accessible educational environment through inclusion of students with disabilities by removing or reducing barriers in the university setting.  
2. Collaborative partnerships with students, faculty, staff, members of the campus community, and university stakeholders to make Illinois State University accessible to everyone.

For information contact

Illinois State University, Student Access and Accommodation Services, Fell Hall 350, Campus Box 1290, Normal, IL  61790-1290

Voice telephone: (309) 438-5853, Facsimile:  (309) 438-7713

Website: http://studentaccess.illinoisstate.edu/services/transition/ 
An equal opportunity/affirmative action university encouraging diversity.
